


Greeting Parents!
This is your Thanksgiving packet that will get your
creative juices flowing for celebrating a warm and
traditional holiday. I am extremely thankful that you
have chosen  Clearwater Community Church as your
church home  and entrusted your children in our care
while. you worship.
 
My prayer for you this month is that you will have
many times filled with family interactions that grow
you closer together and closer to God. During
your family devotions you may want to read some of
these verses and discuss them:
 
Psalms 33:1-5
Psalms 34:1-3
Psalms 66:1-5
Psalms 92:1-5 
Psalms96 
Psalms 100 
Psalms 136:1-9
Psalm 147:1-1
1 Psalms148 
Psalms 150
I Chronicles 16:8-9
Lamentations 3:22-23
Revelation 4:11
Revelation 5:11-14
 
I would also like. to recommend a website to you as
you journey through this stage in your life called
“parenthood”. Check  it out and let me know what you
think: www.focusonyourchild.org.

beth's note



22 THANKSGIVING
FAMILY IDEAS

This collection of ideas is intended to give your family some ideas on how to enhance you family
traditions at Thanksgiving time. If your family is already doing many of these ideas you are well on

your way to making your celebration of thanks special. However, if you can try a couple of
these ideas, you might find that a little "spice" can add some new

flavor to what could be a routine annual feast.
 

Each idea has a graded code at the end (PETA).
P is for Pre-school children,  E is  for Elementary children  T is for Teenagers and  A is for Adults.

AUTHOR/SOURCE: BARNEY KINARD

Take the children to the library and
pick a book(s) about the history of the
first thanksgiving dinner. Discover
what it was like for the early pilgrims.
(PE)
 
Try to serve some food items that
people only prepare at this time each
year. Perhaps you could try some
favorite family recipe or even
something new that everyone likes
and you discover it could become that
special item. We suggest that you
even try another main dish beside
turkey. How about lamb, ham, duck,
or even pheasant. (TA)
           
Involve the children in decorating the
living room and /or the dining room.
Of course, decorating the table can
be really fun. There may be several
good party stores in your area. Visit
one of these with the children and get
some ideas for a centerpiece and
placemat ideas. (PET)
             
Encourage each person to bring some
special object to the table that
represents what they are thankful for
this year. Let each take a turn to share
their object and how it represents
their thankfulness. (ETA)
               
Grandparents and relatives can be
encouraged to share memories of
other Thanksgiving gatherings they
remember. The best times, the hardest
times, the one that meant the most to
you, do you remember when...etc.
(PETA)
 

Create a "Thanksgiving basket" for
a friend or relative who is not with you
on Thanksgiving. The basket should be
prepared by your family with some
thought and planning, being sure to put
something of yourselves in the
basket...like a picture, or something
homemade, or something characteristic
of each of you. Maybe it could be
prepared for someone needy without a
turkey...or maybe for a friend,
neighbor, for the poor, or even
someone from church. (PETA)
 
Invite someone else to celebrate
Thanksgiving with you. This is a very
lonely time for families with no
relatives in the area, single parents or
for singles. Try to include foreign
students who attend the local schools
and colleges in the area. Call the
schools or church for ideas and inquire,
or better yet, go to the school and
ask around. There usually is someone all
alone on campus. (ETA)
 
While the food is cooking is a good time
for a family gathering. We have a
worship time, a story time, singing
together, sharing what we are thankful
for with others, scripture reading. This
is the time for some traditions to be
instituted. We use the Thanksgiving
Turkey Visual here...giving each one a
chance to share why they are thankful
to God. Praise choruses and
Thanksgiving hymns are really fun too.
The nature of this time may depend
upon the ages of the children and how
many people are present. (PETA)
 

Select some Thanksgiving verses from
theBible and write the reference on a card
or place card near each plate. Each person
reads their verse and explains how the
verse relates to what they are thankful for.
(ETA)                
 
Another variation of the name card would
be to have two Ungame questions under the
plate. One, to share with the group present
and the  other, to ask anyone  at the table
to answer. (ETA) 
 
Table talk could include the sharing of
something that you are most thankful for
this last year. Another way to approach the
subject of thankfulness is to ask everyone
to share something that was a personal
problem when it happened, but now they
are thankful for this experience. (ETA)
 
I appreciate you because..." Everyone
is encouraged to express their appreciation
or thankfulness for each person or a person
around the table by verbally sharing
something about the person that causes
them to be thankful or appreciative.
Another project is to encourage each
person to write a card to someone that they
are especially thankful for that is not
present. Be sure to allow time, material and
stamps so this project will work. (PET)
              
As the children become older, they will
want to share themselves more in the
presence of adults. We have had some
interesting discussions around the table.
One time, we discussed the difference
between "Thanksgiving" and
"Thanksgiving." Another time, we
asked the difference between "being
thankful" and "feeling thankful." (ETA)
 



Another very successful idea we have used is the
"Just Because I Love You" heart. This is a wooden
heart that has these words painted on it.  The idea is
to perform a loving deed for someone else and leave
the heart with the message for the person to find. It
could be anything that the other person would
appreciate...like making their bed, buying them some
gum, helping with a chore. Once a person receives
the heart, they have to do something nice for
someone else. The idea is to keep the heart moving
around the group. You could continue this all year in
the family. (PETA)
                  
Discover a missionary family who has children near
the ages of your children. Discuss how this missionary
family could be their special Christmas Project in
December. One family coming home on furlough
received a tree, lights, dolls, trucks and stockings
from us. It was really fun to organize our gifts and
present them to the family one night. (PETA)
             
We usually make our Christmas lists during
Thanksgiving. Each person has the chance to share
what they would like this year. We all take notes. Just
because it is on the list does not mean they will get
those items, but it is really helpful when shopping in
the weeks ahead. We also draw names for stockings.
Each person is responsible for gathering small,
inexpensive "stocking stuffer" items for one member
of the family.b(i.e., fruit, nuts, homemade items,
Pic'n'Save items are encouraged) (PETA)
               
Thanksgiving is a good time to have the children
clean their room and select items to donate, give
away, throw away, give to school because Christmas
is coming and we need to make more room for the
new. (PE)
       
Another idea we have tried, to promote being
more thankful, is the Thanksgiving Chart. Everyone
present has their name put on the chart on the left
side going down. Then everyone's name is put at the
top. Then grid lines are added separating the names.
Each person tries to express "thanks" to everyone
present at some time during your time together.
The person who receives the "thanks" puts a star on
the chart indicating that the other person indeed
expressed "thanks." If then"thanks" is genuinely
expressed and the recipient feels "thanks," then he
can put the star on the chart. This idea really
worked well and everyone could check to chart to
see how it was going. (ETA)

We have found that invit ing famil ies with
chi ldren the same ages as our chi ldren
has helped the chi ldren to enter into the
occasion better.  It can be diff icult to
find famil ies that are real ly compatible
with everyone in the family, so some
flexibi l i ty and careful lessons can be
taught to make it  work. The rule of thumb
is. . .to be sure there is someone for
everyone. Over the years, we have given
each family member the freedom to invite
friends of their choice to join us,
sometimes another whole family comes to
make this work. (PETA
 
For several years now, we have been
going to the mountains for four days
together and have invited family and
friends to join us.  Some come for a day, a
night, two days, the whole t ime, or
whenever they can. We have had as
many as thirty join us.  We have been
working on creative ideas for this t ime
for more than twenty-five years. When
you have a more extended t ime l ike this,
you can introduce more participatory
ideas. Maybe a mountain cabin or
vacation-type tr ip appeals to you. (PETA)
 
Encourage everyone to make a ten-
minute appointment with everyone
present.  Try to suggest that they each
talk about why they appreciate each
other. . .or why they are special  to each
other or why they are thankful for the
other person. (ETC)
                  
Have a good supply of games, books,
snack food and things to do. We have
noticed that reading, walking, eating,
talking, and assigning groups for clean-
up and meal preparation have been
special  t imes that bui ld memories for
these t imes away. Everyone tr ies to kick
back, but seem to have the need to
relate to those present.  A project that
we enjoy is having a f ive hundred-piece
j igsaw puzzle out on a table for everyone
to come by and help put together. (PETA)
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